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“I was never a guy who swept girls off their feet,” admits
28-year-old Niyi, laughing. “It waslike, Am I going to diealone?”
Then one dayin thefail of 2005 he sawDamiwalkingaround the
campus of the University of Houston. “She just didn’t look like
the other girls,” says Niyi, nowafashion designerinManhattan.
“There was something very intriguing about her. She was a
mystery.” He learned that she moved from New Orleans in 2005
afterherfamilylostnearlyevery-
thingin Hurricane Katrina.
Dami, 23, whonow teaches
in Brooklyn, was notnearly as
impressed with Niyi. “Isawhim
and just burst out laughing,”
sherecalls. “I asked my sister,
‘Who is that guy who seems to
be trying so hard?’ ” Sporting
tailored suits when everyone else on campus wore jeans, “He
just seemed out of place in Houston,” she says. “My sister and
Icalledhim ‘Omo Britiko,’ which means Britishboyin Yoruba.”
Unaware that Dami thought him odd, Niyi (pronounced Nee)
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invited her tobe hisjogging partner. “Joggingis whatIknew,”
he says. Dami surprised herself by accepting.

After their first date in November 2006 they realized they
had more in common than they ever thought. When he was 14
andshe was13, theirindividual familieshad migrated fromtheir
native Lagos, Nigeria, tothe United States. As Damigot toknow
Niyi, her firstimpressions dissolved. That quirkysense of style
started to seem polished and metropolitan. And what she
originally mistook as social awkwardness now seemed sweet
and fresh. “There was something about him,” says Dami. “He
wasalways nice, expressive, funny and really cute,” sherecalls.

By July 2010, the two were ready to say “I do.” “I never
imagined getting married, but I wasn’t againstit either,” Dami
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says. “Niyi came in my life because I was open to whatever
Godhad planned for me.” As for Niyi, what he loves most about
his wife is how well she understands him. “She was my first
girlfriend,” he says. “She accepts my quirks.”
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